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The Promise of a Good Life is designed to introduce and reinforce the concepts of time and
history by comparing your students’ day-to-day life with that of  children 150 years ago. Our

examination of continuity and change through time will focus on various cues: stories, tools, food, trade,
language and chores. Your students will explore life as it was in the Willamette Valley in the mid-19th

century. They will discover a few of  the cultural groups that lived here, and engage in activities of  the
time.

We hope you will find the enclosed material useful for enhancing your students’ experience and helping
you find additional resources.

Contents:

Program Overview
A brief  explanation of  the program, including content standards.

Pre- and Post-Visit Activities
A few activities that can help your students prepare for their visit and reinforce
their learning once you’ve returned to the classroom.

Web Resources for Exploring History and Culture
Content-rich websites that offer curricula, lesson plans, primary source material,
and information for exploring social science.

Social Science Resources: Benchmark 1
From the Oregon Department of  Education’s “Teaching and Learning to
Standards 2002-2003.”

Background Material on Champoeg History
“What Does Champoeg Mean, Anyway?”
“Klahowya! The Strange Story of  Chinook Wawa”

Some background material on the trade language that was used for centuries in
the Pacific Northwest prior to American settlement.

Donald Manson Farmstead fact sheet.
“Why is there a Park Here?”

A brief  overview of  the significance of  Champoeg State Heritage Area as a
cultural and historical resource.



Pre-Visit Activities

History Mystery
Students look at a series of tools from the 19th century and speculate on their uses, who made them,
what they are made of and what we would use today instead. They draw a picture of people using the
tools.

Then and Now
Homework or at-desk work: Activity sheet with pictures of  articles from the 19th and from today.

Into the Eye of the Setting Sun
Students listen to stories about an early settler girl who lived near Champoeg and draw pictures of her
experiences, comparing them with their experiences today.

Post-Visit Activities

Everyone Spoke Chinook Wawa!
Students will use a short list of  English words, alphabetically arranged, to look up Chinook Wawa
words. They will match Chinook Wawa words to pictures.

Telling the Future About the Past
Students will create a “time capsule” reminiscent of  the one at Champoeg.
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Dominick the Rooster
Students will create stick puppets and re-create the story they heard in the Champoeg barn.



On-Site Program:

Introduction: Time Line
Students are welcomed by an interpreter in 19th century costume and are introduced to the concept of
“the past.”  They are then broken into three groups. Each group rotates through the following areas,
then meets back in the auditorium for a wrap-up.

Auditorium: Lottie Metheny Kirkwood
First person account of Lottie Metheny Kirkwood, who was a young girl in the first major American
wagon train into the Willamette Valley in 1843. Her family ran the ferry that has since become the
Wheatland Ferry. Lottie discusses how her mother would make decorations and patterns on cloth. She
will demonstrate as she talks about the process.

The interpreter come out of “first person” and leads the children in a discussion of what they use for
decorations and why. Where do they get their decorations? Do they make them? From what materials?

Students will create and decorate a simple cloth pouch and make a button spinner toy to put in their
pouch.

Exhibit Area: The General Store
Students are led through an exploration of the general store. Where do they shop today? What kinds of
things do they buy? An exploration of  each of  the items, tasting of  food, smelling, and touching. They
will examine the clothes that were typical for young children in the 1860s and discover how mail was
delivered.

Barn: Chores
Students will sort beans, listen to a story and hear about children’s chores 150 years ago.   They will get
to keep one bean of their choice and plant it in a peat pot to take home. They will shell corn and keep
the product of  their labor.
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Social Science
Content Standards
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CONTENT
STANDARD

2ND GRADE
BENCHMARK

CHAMPOEG
PROMISE

HISTORY

Understand calendar time
sequences and chronological
sequences with narratives.

Identify and analyze various
perspectives and interpretations
of  historical issues and events.

Understand and interpret events,
issues, and developments with and
across eras of  world history.

Understand the importance and
lasting influence of individuals,
issues, events, people and
development in US history.

Understand and interpret events,
issues, and developments in
Oregon history.

Compare and contrast students’ daily
lives with those of their parents,
grandparents, and/or guardians.
Place important events in their lives
in the order in which they occurred.

Introduce sources of  information about
the past. Introduce the concept of
“point of  view.”

Listen to historical stories and compare
daily life in the past and present.
Compare past and present similarities
and differences in daily life using
biographies, oral histories, folklore and
picture books.

Recognize similarities and differences
of earlier generations in such areas as
work, dress, manners, stories, games,
and festivals, drawing from biographies,
oral histories, and folklore.

Listen to historical stories and compare
daily life in the past and present.

On-Site Program
Pre-post visit:
History Mystery

Into the Eye
Then & Now

Telling the Future

On-Site Program

On-Site Program
Pre- post-visit:

Into the Eye

On-Site Program
Pre- post-visit:

Into the Eye
History Mystery

Then & Now

On-Site Program
Pre- post-visit:

Into the Eye
History Mystery

Then & Now
Dominick the Rooster
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Pre-Visit Activity
Grades 1-2
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Past and Present

Objectives
Students will
1. listen to stories from the past, specifically the stories of Charlotte Matheny Kirkwood who arrived

in the Willamette Valley in 1843 when she was five years old;
2. draw pictures from Charlotte’s life and draw pictures from their own lives doing similar things; and
3. compare Charlotte’s day-to-day life with their own, looking for similarities and differences.

Time Required
Variable, at least one 30 minute classroom period; can be extended depending on discussion and
how many stories are used.

Materials
Drawing materials for each student
Excerpts from “Into the Eye of the Setting Sun”
“Flying Cloud” quilt block
“Parts of a Saddle” coloring page

Background
Charlotte Matheny Kirkwood

1838-1926

Charlotte Matheny was five years old when her family moved from Missouri to the Willamette Valley.
Perhaps “move” is too tame a word, for her family was with the first large wagon train to settle in the
Willamette Valley, part of  the Emigration of  1843.

Her father, Daniel Matheny, purchased the ferry operation that crossed the Willamette River at the
Methodist Mission. This ferry crossing still operates today and the ferryboat now in use is named the
“Daniel Matheny IV.” It is referred to as the Wheatland Ferry, crossing from what is now Willamette
Mission State Park in Marion County to the unincorporated town of  Wheatland in Yamhill County.
Charlotte’s family lived on the Yamhill County side of  the river. This site is about 20 river miles upstream
from Champoeg.
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Charlotte was an inquisitive, observant child and we are fortunate that as an adult she wrote the story
of  her early years in the Willamette Valley. Her descendants published her manuscript in 1991, under
the title Into the Eye of  the Setting Sun: A story of  the West when it was young. It is an engaging
portrait of  life along the river in the mid-19th century. We have a number of  copies for sale in the
Champoeg Museum Bookstore. It is delightful reading and Charlotte offers exceptional insight into life
along the river in the mid-19th century.

Students will “meet” Charlotte Matheny during their visit to Champoeg. A living history interpreter will
engage them with a story from Charlotte’s childhood.

Process

1. Explain to the students who Charlotte Matheny Kirkwood was. Help them understand that she
was a real person who was their age about 150 years ago. She lived in the past. Because she
wrote down stories about her life, we know what her life was like.

2. There are five short vignettes in the attached excerpts from Charlotte’s memoir:
a. Barbeque
b. Ill Manners
c. Jumping High
d. School and Teachers
e. Giving Gifts

Choose one or more to read to your students. There are discussion questions associated with
each of  the stories.

3. After reading and discussing the story, ask students to draw a picture of  what Charlotte is
describing.

4. Have the students share their pictures.
5. Ask them to think about something in their own lives that is similar (refer to the discussion

questions). Have them draw a picture of  themselves and/or their family doing that activity.
6. Have the students share their pictures, and make connections between Charlotte’s life and their

own. What is the same? What is different?
7. Explain to the students that they will meet someone pretending to be Charlotte Matheny

Kirkwood. They will be able to ask her questions about her life if they want to learn more.

Extension

Associated with the last story, “Giving Gifts,” are two additional activities. In this story, Charlotte refers
to a quilt in the “Flying Cloud” pattern. She also mentions a saddle that had a long skirt. There are two
coloring pages associated with this story that can enrich the students’ understanding.
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Excerpts from:
Into the Eye of the Setting Sun

A Story of  the West When it Was New

By Charlotte Matheny Kirkwood
Published by the Family Association of  Matheny, Cooper, Hewitt, Kirkwood and Bailey, 1991

Currently out of print.
Available for review at the Fred Meek Library, Champoeg Visitor Center

Use these excerpts to help children form mental images of  what day-to-day life was like during the early
days of  American settlement in the Willamette Valley. See the background material on Charlotte Matheny
in the Pre-Activity called “Past and Present.”

Barbeque
“My father was a friendly man. He liked his neighbors and liked to see them around. Mr. Sawyer was like
him and they enjoyed [giving a barbecue] together. Everyone from far and near would be asked.

“The people who came brought whatever they wanted to and . . . spread their dinner on the big commu-
nity table and everyone helped himself.

“Real barbecued meat was a great delicacy, and had the flavor that was all its own. It was cooked in a
deep pit and took a long time. The pit was dug several days before the time set for the feast—the size, of
course, depending upon the size of the beef—then large rocks were thrown into the pit, and a roaring fire
built on top of them.

“For three days and nights the fire was kept going. The night watches were kept by our boys and boys from
neighboring homes. As likely as not, daylight would find twenty-five or thirty boys telling stories or nod-
ding by the bonfire.”  (p. 137)

Discussion questions:
Have you ever gone to a dinner or picnic where many people were invited?
What time of year was it?
What kind of food did you have?
Did your family bring any food to share?
Does your family ever cook food on the barbeque?
How is it different from the way Charlotte’s family cooked barbeque?
Does your family cook anything in a pit in the ground?
Where does your family do most of the cooking?
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Ill Manners
“Mother tried very hard to make a lady out of me, but I got one bitter lesson that she never knew about. I
was only about seven and Mrs. Lancefield was visiting at sister Mary’s. I was there too, and stood for a few
moments between Mrs. Lancefield and the fire. She finally said, “Charlotte, has no one ever told you that
it is the height of ill manners to stand between anyone and the fire?” I knew that Mother had told me
many times, but I was so embarrassed that I could not say a word. I wanted to say something in defense of
Mother, but could not, and I was terrible worried about it. It was certainly the last time I made that mis-
take, and it was a long time before I could think of  it without feeling uncomfortable.” (p. 101)

Discussion Questions:
Charlotte was disciplined for standing in front of  the fire. She was told it was ‘ill manners’ to do so.
Today, we might say ‘bad manners’ instead.
Why was it bad manners for Charlotte to stand between Mrs. Lancefield and the fire?
Where was the fire?
Why was the fire important?
Do we think standing in front of the fire is bad manners today?
Can you think of a time when it might be bad manners to stand in front of something?
(the television might be a good answer here)
What are some things we consider bad manners?

Jumping High
“I liked to run against the wind—it seemed then that I was going very fast indeed. I ran a great deal; when
my heart was heavy, when I was lonely, even when I was hungry, running seemed to help. And I could
jump, too. Farther than most young folk can these days, I think, but maybe not, it may just have seemed so
to me. In any case, I could jump quite far enough to have had one dreadful, dreadful thing happen to me. .

“. . .I ran along the path that skirted the open field. It was a sunny path and the ground felt warm to my
bare feet. Now and then I would jump as far as I could, and look back at my tracks in the moist earth and
measure the distance with my eyes. Surely this was a mighty jump, but the next time perhaps, I could do
even better. So I ran till the wind beat about my ears. Now for the great, great jump—the one that was to
outdistance the very greatest jump that I had made in my whole life.

“I gathered my feet together and launched into the air. Dear! Dear! If  I had only looked before I made that
leap. The same instant that my feet left the ground, I saw what lay directly in the spot where I must light.
But in midair, there was nothing I could do to check myself or change my course, so there I landed—with
my bare feet in a tangle of  twisted, squirming gopher snakes. They were wrapped in a ball as big as a milk
pan, sunning themselves after the manner of  snakes in the early springtime.”  (p. 91)

Discussion questions:
Charlotte was running along the path in her bare feet. Do you run around outside in your bare feet?
If  not, why not? If  so, when?
Charlotte was proud of  her ability to run and jump. What are some of  the things you can do that you
are proud of?
What do you think Charlotte did when she landed in the pile of snakes?
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School
“When more people had come to settle on our side of the river, we had a school of our own and I went to
it for several terms. We had very few books. I had a spelling book, an old arithmetic, and the Bible.  . . .
When books came into the country, I read and studied everything that I could get hold of.

“Mr. Burnap taught our school for a time. . . . Most of  the time he stayed with us. In those days, teachers
boarded around—that is, they boarded around till they came to our house, then they just stayed on till
school was over. Mr. Burnap came to us almost at once, and stayed with us all through the winter.”  (pp. 99-
100)

Discussion questions:
Do you think we have more books than Charlotte did? Why?
When Charlotte was a girl, teachers would stay in the homes of  their students. Would you like that?
Why or why not?
Do you think Charlotte’s school had a library? Why or why not?

Giving Gifts
“[Joe was from Mexico]—a saddle maker, and an artist at anything he undertook. . . . Once I made him a
quilt—he was always good and kind to children, and I was glad to make it for him. I pieced it into a “flying
cloud” pattern, and the calico patches were many-colored and very bright. I quilted it just as carefully as I
possibly could, and Joe was pleased. I knew he was pleased for when Christmas came again I had a present
from Joe.

“It was the finest saddle in all the country; he must have worked on it for weeks. There was not a space of
plain leather as large as a ten cent piece but was covered by intermingling, graceful patterns, carved and
stamped and burnished till the whole surface glistened. The seat of the saddle was of fine black leather,
stitched in white to look like big white feathers had been scattered over it. The saddle skirts were so big
they covered the sides of the horse, and the wonderful leatherwork that was done on them made everyone
look upon it with envy.” (p. 116)

Discussion questions:
Have you ever made a gift for someone?
Has someone ever made a gift for you?
What is a quilt?
Why would Charlotte need a saddle?

NOTE: This story has an extension activity associated with it. “Flying Cloud” and “Parts of a Saddle” are
coloring pages your students can take home or complete in class.
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STUDENT STORY

“Mama, her cucumber seeds, and the old family rooster –
Dominick”

It was the day for Mamma to plant her kitchen garden.  Her cucumber seeds
were her favorites.  Mamma planted the seeds.  Her two little girls had to watch
and keep the chickens away.  It was a nice day.  They forgot about the chickens
and the seeds.  They started to play.  Oh no!  Dominick the rooster ate all the
cucumber seeds!  They had to tell Mamma.  Mamma came running.  She told
the girls to catch the rooster.  Mamma got Papa’s razor, a needle and thread.
Mamma told the girls to hold down the rooster.  She cut the rooster’s neck.
She pulled out the seeds.  Then she sewed the rooster’s neck up.  She planted
the seeds again.  Dominick was fine.  The cucumbers grew well and the little
girls did not get punished.  It was a happy ending!
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