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The Promise of Settlement program is designed to help your students understand the multicultural
community that existed in the Pacific Northwest during the time of  early American settlement. We are

using culture as a theme to explore history, and to compare the present with the past.

Our exploration of  history will focus on culture. We will define culture as those things a group of  people
does (behavior), thinks (values, beliefs), and has (material objects).  We will also explore language and
stories as a cultural marker, as well as aspects of day-to-day life, specifically as it applies to children.

The enclosed material can be used to enhance your students’ experience and help you find additional
resources.

Contents of  this Packet

Program Overview
A brief  explanation of  the program, including objectives and content standards.

Pre-and Post-Visit Activities
A few activities that can help your students prepare for their visit and reinforce their learning once
you’ve returned to the classroom.

Web Resources for Exploring History and Culture
Content-rich websites that offer curricula, lesson plans, primary source material, and information for
exploring social science.

Social Science Resources: Benchmark 2
From the Oregon Department of  Education’s “Teaching and Learning to Standards 2002-2003.”

Background Material on Champoeg History
“All for Organization”

A brief  overview of  the historic 1843 vote that established the first European-style government in
the Pacific Northwest.

“What Does Champoeg Mean, Anyway?”
“Klahowya! The Strange Story of  Chinook Wawa”

Some background material on the trade language that was used for centuries in the Pacific North-
west prior to European settlement.

“Who Was Felicite Lucier Manson?”
Through first-person living history, your students will meet Felicite Lucier Manson. Here is a brief
introduction to this woman who straddled so many cultures.

Donald Manson Farmstead fact sheet
“Why is there a Park Here?”  A brief  overview of  the significance of  Champoeg State Heritage Area

as a cultural and historical resource.
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Pre-Visit Activities

I know that “multi” means “many,” but
What is Culture?

Students will determine the meaning of  culture, understand the cultures they are a part of, and explore
the cultures of  their classmates.

Culture Sleuth
Students will be amateur cultural anthropologists by interviewing each other, and then their oldest
family members, about their favorite toy, game and joke.

When Was That?
Students practice the various ways we discuss centuries, such at the 1800s and the 19th century.

Post-Visit Activities

Family Ties to History
Students will create a timeline of  Champoeg history. Using primary and secondary sources, they will
add Felicite Lucier Manson’s family history to the timeline. They will research their own family as far
back as they can go and add it to the timeline.

Ikta mika wawa? (What did you say?)
Using a Chinook Wawa dictionary of  words and phrases, students will work in pairs to create a
conversation in Chinook Wawa.

Champoeg Promise Crossword Puzzle
Students will have the opportunity to review the terms they heard and learned about while they were
at Champoeg.

CHAMPOEG PROMISE
Promise of Settlement

Program
Overview
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On-Site Program

Introduction
Students will be met by an “anthropologist” who will introduce (or review) the concept of culture.
They will then be divided into three groups and rotated through the program.

Auditorium: Felicite Lucier Manson
Students will meet “Felicite Manson” a Métis woman whose life crossed many cultures, and who once
lived right where the program is taking place. She will teach them some Chinook Wawa— a simplified
trade language spoken by most people in the Oregon Territory until the late 19th century. Using stories
and real-life examples, she will paint a picture of what life was like for her as a multiracial woman. She
will talk about what children did for fun, help them make a 19th century toy, and lead them in a game.
(What does Métis mean? The Métis are descendants of  French Canadian trappers and native peoples.)

Exhibit Area: Cultural Explorations
At this station, student will examine and use artifacts to explore how the cultures of the Kalapuya,
French-Canadian trappers and early American settlers intersected to create a new community at
Champoeg.

Barn: From the Stalk to the Mill
In Champoeg’s 1860s wheat threshing barn, students will explore the wheat economy that flourished in
French Prairie in the mid 19th century. They will follow the process from stalk to flour in this hands-
on demonstration, and learn the important role children filled on early farmstead life.



CHAMPOEG PROMISE
Promise of Settlement

Social Science
Content Standards

CONTENT
STANDARD

CHAMPOEG
PROMISEBENCHMARK 2

History
Understand, represent, and
interpret chronological
relationships in history.

Identify and analyze cause and
effect relationships in history.

Interpret and represent chronologi-
cal relationships and patterns of
change and continuity over time.

Understand the importance and
lasting influence of individuals,
issues, events, people and
developments in US history.

Understand and interpret events,
issues, and developments in
Oregon history.

Gather, use, and evaluate
researched information to support
analysis and conclusions.

Organize and interpret time lines that show
relationships among people, events, and
movements in the history of Oregon.

Summarize causes and effects of European
exploration and settlement of Oregon and
the Western Hemisphere.

Culture: One of  the Ten Themes presented
in the National Council for Social Science
Standards.

Understand the impact of early European
exploration on Native Americans in Oregon.

Describe social, political, and economic
changes in Oregon, past and present. Identify
and describe historic native groups that lived
in the region that became Oregon at the time
of early European exploration and settlement
in the 17th century.

Gather information from a variety of
resources: diaries, letters, periodicals,
literature, oral histories, artifacts, art,
documentary photographs, and films.

On-site

Post-visit:
Ties to History

On-site
Pre-visit:

What is Culture?
Post-visit:

Culture Sleuth
Ikta mika wawa?

On-site

Post-visit:
Culture Sleuth

On-site
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Post-Visit Activity
Grades 3-4

Ties to History
Objectives

Students will:
1. create a timeline using the history of Champoeg and Oregon; and
2. add information to the timeline about the history of  their school.

Time Required
1-2 class periods of 30 minutes each

Materials
Note: This activity requires the creation of  a timeline along a wall in the classroom. Suggested size
is about 10 feet long by 1.5 feet high.

Champoeg Events Cards:
There are seven sheets of events enclosed. They are separated by theme, and should be copied
on different colored paper, according to theme. The suggested themes and paper color are
printed on the sheets.
• The First People (1 page); copy on blue paper
• Exploring for Fur and Trade (1 page); copy on yellow paper
• Settlement and Development (2 pages); copy on tan paper
• Politics Not as Usual (1 page); copy on pink paper
• A Park is Born (1 page); copy on green paper
• OUR CLASS VISITS! (1 page); copy on bright paper

Once they are copied onto different colored paper, cut them along the cut lines to create
separate cards.

Scissors
Markers
Yardstick
Index cards
Wall tack, or masking tape to attach cards to wall
Continuous roll of paper, such as 2" cash register tape

Ties to History, page 1 of 2
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