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The Promise of Government is designed to enhance your students’ understanding of the
relationship between community and government. In this program, your students will examine

community, government and citizenship from three different perspectives:  as a current community
member; as a representative of  a historical group, and as a young person in the mid-19th century.  During
their exploration, they will discover that they are integral members of society and that their opinions and
decisions are important in shaping public policy.   In addition, they will discover the differences between
their lives today and the lives of  young people in the mid-1800s.

We hope you will find the enclosed material useful for enhancing your students’ experience and helping
you find additional resources.

Contents:

Program Overview
A brief  explanation of  the program, including content standards.

Pre- and Post-Visit Activities
A few activities that can help your students prepare for their visit and reinforce
their learning once you’ve returned to the classroom.

Web Resources for Exploring History and Culture
Content-rich websites that offer curricula, lesson plans, primary source material,
and information for exploring social science.

Social Science Resources: Benchmark 3
From the Oregon Department of  Education’s “Teaching and Learning to
Standards 2002-2003.”

Background Material on Champoeg History
“All for Organization,” a fact sheet about the 1843 vote that took place at Champoeg.
“The Debate About Government” information sheet
“Donald Manson Farmstead” fact sheet.
“Why is there a Park Here?”

A brief  overview of  the significance of  Champoeg State Heritage Area
as a cultural and historical resource

“Who Was Felicite Lucier Manson?”
Through first person living history, your students will meet Felicite Lucier Manson.
Here is a brief  introduction to this woman who straddled so many cultures.

“Oregon History - Territorial Government,” a fact sheet  from the Oregon Bluebook
“Oregon History - The Oregon Question and Provisional Government,” a fact sheet from the

Oregon Bluebook
Voting Rights Timeline
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Pre-Visit Activities

Government Around the World
Different governments solve their community’s problems differently.  But how?  Students will examine a
“situation” that actually happened at Champoeg in 1843 when anarchy existed, and learn how other types
of governments (democracies, monarchies, oligarchies, aristocracies, theocracies and dictatorships) would
handle the same situation.

What’s Missing From This Picture?
Students will examine a painting that depicts the pivotal vote for a provisional government that was held
at Champoeg in 1843.  Who was making the decisions and why?  What can we tell from a painting?

Post-Visit Activities

What’s Going On?
A major historical event happened at Champoeg in 1843.  What was going on in the rest of the world at
that time?  Students will research the web and put this moment in Oregon’s history into a global
perspective.

Young People:  Work & Play
Life for a young person in mid-19th century Oregon was dramatically different than life for teenagers
today.  There was plenty of  work, but there was also time for fun.  Students will learn about early
farmstead life and gender roles by playing a charades game.
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Question & Answer:  A Parlor Game
Parlor games were a popular pastime for people in the mid-1800s.  Students will play one of  the most well-
known parlor games of  the time and compare it with games today.
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On-site Program

Introduction
A costumed interpreter barges into the room and thrusts the students into a controversial,
“politically’charged” scenario, reminiscent of  the day the vote for a provisional government took place.
Students will be confronted with questions like, “Are you for paying taxes?”  “Are you against the
Hudson’s Bay Company?” “Do you want to lose your land to the Americans?”  Students will be told that
they will be examining government, community and citizenship from three different perspectives.  They
will be split into three groups and rotated through the program.

Auditorium Station:  Political Interest Groups
Students will be broken into groups, each representing an “interest group” living in the Oregon Country at
the time of  the 1843 vote.  In their small groups, they’ll discuss the pros and cons of  forming a
provisional govrnment, decide whether they want to vote for or against it, and develop campaign buttons
that express their views.  They will appoint a spokesperson to give a short persuasive speech.  Two votes
will be taken.  One will include everyone, and one will exclude the groups that were prohibited from
voting in 1843.

Barn Station:  Work & Play
In mid-19th century rural communities, people relied heavily on their neighbor’s help for work, entertain-
ment and social interaction.  The barn was a center of  social activity, from barn raisings to barn dances.
Students will simulate a neighborhood working bee and barn dance.  Rural life progressed with limited
government infrastructure for social support.  Government policies, however, influenced personal
decisions, like when and who to marry.

Exhibit Station:  The Wolf  Controversy
When Oregon settlers started losing livestock to wolves, they met to discuss how to deal with predators.
These “Wolf  Meetings” became a method of  organizing people to discuss forming a majority-type govern-
ment.  By 1946, wolves were eradicated from Oregon.  Today, they are coming back, crossing into Oregon
from Idaho.  The Endangered Species Act protects wolves in Oregon, but wolves threaten livestock and
might impact elk and deer herds.  What should be done?  Students will examine key provisions of
Oregon’s Wolf  Conservation and Management Plan, and learn how groups with different interests come
together to make decisions.



Social Science
Content Standards

CONTENT
STANDARD BENCHMARK 3

CHAMPOEG
PROMISE

CIVICS/GOVERNMENT
Understand the roles, rights and
responsibilities of citizens in the
United States

Understand the participatory
obligations of  U.S. citizens

Understand how individuals,
groups and international
organizations influence
government

Understand citizens’ rights and
how the Constitution protects
those rights

Identify and understand the
rights of citizens guaranteed
under the Bill of Rights

Undertand how citizens can
make their voices heard in the
political process

Identify and give examples of
ways that citizens can let their
opinions be known in the
political process

Identify and give examples of
how groups and organizations
can influence the actions of
government

Identify and give examples of
how groups and organizations
can influence government policy
or decisions, and describe how
these actions lead to such
influence

On-site
Pre-visit:

Government Around the World

On-site

On-site

On-site

On-site

On-site
Pre-visit:

What’s Missing From This
Picture?
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Names of the people in your group:____________________________________________________

Painting Analysis Worksheet
What do you see?

Directions:  Study the painting “The Birth of Oregon” and fill in this worksheet based on what you
see and have heard in the background information.

Observation Knowledge Interpretation

Describe exactly what you see
in the painting:  people,
objects, activities, background,
time of  day, etc.

Summarize what you already
know about the situation and
time period of  this painting.

Who are the people? What is
happening?  Why do you think
this painting was created?
What can you conclude from
what you see?
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What’s Going On?
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Objectives
Students will:

1. put the development of the government in the west in a global context;
2. discover what was going on in different places around the world in the mid-19th century; and
3. compare governments from around the world that were in existence in the mid-1800s.

Materials
Computer with Internet access (Library of  Congress website: www.loc.gov)
Other research materials (provided by the teacher)

Time required
One class period or homework assignment

Background
In 1843, Champoeg was a place of  many cultures.  About 500 Kalapuyans still lived in the area,
although most members of  this tribe were already gone — killed by the white man’s diseases.  There
were also about 100 French-Canadians who had come to the Pacific Northwest as fur traders.  Many had
married native women, had families, and retired from the fur trade to live as farmers in the area around
Champoeg.  The newest settlers were the Americans, with about 100 men and their wives from “the
States.”

In 1843, the Oregon Country was claimed by both the United States and Great Britain, but the
governments of these countries were too far away to have much say in what was going on.  Although
the new settlers were isolated geographically, their opinions were based on their beliefs about society
and government.  They brought with them their own knowledge of world events and continued to keep
up with the news through stories and newspapers brought on trading ships.

By understanding what was happening politically, socially, and economically in the larger world, we can
put the 1843 vote at Champoeg into a global perspective.
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Procedure

1. Break students up into pairs or small groups.
2. Have each group choose a country.  They will then investigate the major happenings (the political,

economic, and social climate) in their country in the mid-1800s.
3. Have the students look at the Library of Congress website.  (If there are enough computers for

every group in the time allowed.)
4. Guide the students by having them answer the questions:

a. Who was in power?
b. What type of government did this country have at that time?
c. What major event was going on?
d. Where is your country on a world map?
e. What interesting things can you find out about your country?

5. Have each group give a short presentation.

Alternate Assignment:  Have each group create a poster using the information they discovered.

Questions that will guide discussion

1. Why is it important to have a global perspective?
2. What were the major themes that surfaced after hearing all the presentations?

Navigating the website

1. Type in web address (www.loc.gov).  The home page comes up.
2. In the search box, type in “country studies”
3. Click on the first listing of  Country Studies.
4. Choose a country from the pull-down menu.  (Example: Portugal)
5. Read the outline to find events circa 1800-1850.  (Example:  I chose “Historical Setting” and

skimmed the paragraphs until I found information around these dates.)
6. Answer the questions.  (Examples:  1.  Who was in power?  Queen Maria II in a constitutional

monarchy.  2.  What major event was going on?  Civil War between the Constitutionalists and the
Absolutists; also Brazil’s war of  independence from Portugal.  3.  What were some interesting
facts?  Maria da Gloria was crowned queen at age 15 in 1834 and ruled until 1853; in June 1841
the Septemberist Party was replaced by the moderates who abolished the 1838 constitution and
restored the Charter; that government fell in 1846 to be replaced by a new elected government.)
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Young People:  Work & Play
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Objectives
Students will:

1. discover the skill sets necessary for a young person in the mid-19th century in rural Oregon; and
2. deepen their understanding of  mid-19th century farmstead life.

Materials
Farmstead skills cards for charades game (included — just copy & cut)
Bowl or hat to pull farmstead tasks from

Time required
One class period

Background
Life in mid-19th century Oregon was very different for young people than it is for teenagers today.  Work
was labor intensive, and most tasks were not yet mechanized.  Because farm families needed everyone to
help with the chores, children started helping at very early ages.  By the time they were 12 or 13, most
young people were responsible for a major part of  the work that was done on the farm.  Also, chores were
assigned based on gender.  Society made clear distinctions between men’s and women’s work.

As we learned at Champoeg, some jobs were too big for just one family, so a neighborhood “bee” was held
to get the work done.  Everyone looked forward to apple-paring, corn husking, quilting and taffy pulling
“bees.”  After the work was done, the young people danced, played games like musical chairs or played
music with comb kazoos.

In this activity, students will imagine themselves in a 19th century setting as they act out farm work and
play.  The students will gain a deeper understanding of  what it was like to be a young person on a farm in
early Oregon.

Procedure
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1. Break the class into groups of  2-3 students.
2. Have each group draw one farmstead task out of  the bowl.
3. Allow the groups about 5 minutes to plan a short pantomime of their task.
4. Have one group at a time act out the farmstead task while the other groups guess what

activity is going on.
5. Then let students guess whether the activity was for a boy or a girl or both.
6.  Finally, have the students decide whether the activity was considered work or play or both.
7. Discuss the similarities and differences between young people’s lives of  1865 and today.

Questions that will guide discussion

1. Which of these activities do you have the skills to do today?
2. Which activities would you enjoy doing today?
3.    How do you feel about the separation of  men’s and women’s work?
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Question and Answer: A 19th Century Parlor Game

Note:  This game may not be appropriate for all classes.  Please review the cards before playing with your
class.

Objectives
Students will:

1. discover one way in which teenagers and adults entertained themselves in the 19th century by
playing a popular parlor game from the 1800s; and

2. compare this game with other games played between boys and girls today.

Time Required
One class period

Materials
Question and Answer cards (just copy and cut)

Background
While at Champoeg, you participated in a typical 19th century social event – a “bee” or work party.  Bees
usually ended in dancing, as it did in the barn at Champoeg.  In this activity, you will participate in
another type of social activity from that time period – a parlor game.

The parlor was the room where people in the 19th century spent their time after the day’s work was done.
Families gathered there to spend time together, and they almost always played games when guests came
over. What do we call rooms like this today?  Question and Answer was one of  the most popular parlor
games of the time.  This simple game is intended to be amusing and fun.

Question & Answer,  Page 1 of 2



Procedure

1. Read the background information to the class.
2. Have the young men stand or sit in a line on one side of the room and the young women on the

other side of the room.
3. Give a Question card to each young man.
4. Give an Answer card to each young woman.
5. Start at the beginning of the line and have a young man read his question then have a young

woman read her answer.
6. Continue down the line until everyone has had a chance to read his/her card.
7. If you have enough cards, give another one to each student.
8. If  time permits, discuss questions below.

Questions to guide discussion

1. Did you like this game?  Why or why not?
2. Did this game remind you of any games of today?  What games do you play that separate boys and

girls like this?
3. In the 1800s, young people did not date the way teenagers do today.  They “mixed” and “mingled”

with one another at “bees” and gatherings that were held at each other’s homes.  What are the
benefits to socializing this way?  What are the drawbacks?  Which do you prefer?  (Alternate:
Assign this question as an essay.)

Question & Answer,  Page 2 of 2
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